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“And suddenly from heaven there 
came a sound like the rush of a 

violent wind…” (Acts 2:2) 
 

     Jesus used the 
wind to describe the 
Spirit of God to 
Nicodemus: “The 
wind blows when 
and where it 
pleases; you can 
hear its sound, but 
you cannot tell 

where it comes from or where it is going” (John 3:8).  

    Unlike the constant and daily wind across the 
open prairie, this image sets me to thinking of life 
in the deep woods.  The giant oaks and pine can 
be so silent and still; then suddenly a whoosh of 
wind stirs the trees and murmurs across the hills.  
Anyone who lives there knows that a wind strong 
enough to swirl and lean a stand of oak trees 
can be unpredictable and indicative of potentially 
dangerous weather!  This spring has seen its 
own share of severe storms, thankfully not in 
Minnesota, but we know when to be tuning in the 
weather station and/or taking cover! 
    Pentecost is a feast of the mysterious 
movement of God.  Each year it is an invitation 
to be attentive once more to God’s presence in 
our lives.  The Spirit of God came unexpectedly 
as a wind upon the followers of Jesus.  A rushing 
wind created life-changing effects in them.  In 
that Upper Room, people, terrorized by their own 
fears, suddenly experienced an immense 
freedom and deep sense of God’s life within 
them.  It was uncontrolled and unplanned, the 
last thing their sad and fearful hearts ever 
expected.  With the rushing of the wind came a 
surge of courageous energy that hadn’t been 
there before.   
    In the chaos, the Spirit of God came with a 
force beyond their boldest imagination.  Its 
coming changed their attitudes and motivated 
them with enthusiasm and hope.  They moved 
from being weak and discouraged to being 
people with inner vitality!  They discovered the 
dynamic power of love and a renewed 
determination to live what Jesus had proclaimed 
to them. 
    During the days of summer, we need to stay 
attuned to the movement of the Spirit if we are to 
hear our call to transformation and deeper 
growth.  For most of us though, our Pentecost 
experiences are rarely powerful gales; rather, 
they are more often like gentle breezes that 
change our lives a little at a time.  Like the 
rushing wind of Pentecost, however, they can 
also be unpredictable and unexpectedly strong. 
    In the long Season after Pentecost, we can 
forget or take for granted the smaller breezes if 
we are not deliberately attentive to them.  It is 
easy to dismiss opportunities for growing deeper 

in faith because we are too busy, or taking time 
away, or simply because we do not recognize 
the activity of the divine hidden within the 
ordinary.   
    For example, a woman once shared with me 
that she had taken home a church bulletin.  In it 
was the quote: “The light shall never be 
overcome by the darkness.”  She felt drawn to 
that quote and placed it on her refrigerator door.  
The next day she went to the doctor for a 
physical and discovered that she had a tumor in 
her breast.  She told how that quote she had 
saved was her greatest strength in the days to 
come.  Even as she went for surgery she felt the 
light within her overcoming the darkness.  A little 
gust of rushing wind had given her courage to 
face a great difficulty in her life.  When she 
learned the wonderful news that her tumor was 
benign she felt deep gratitude for the inner 
strength she had received from embracing that 
simple quote. 
    The rushing wind or gentle breeze of the Spirit 
is always available to us. Life’s trials can cause 
our defenses to tumble down, our walls to crack, 
and our hearts to be penetrated.  With minds and 
hearts broken open, the Spirit-wind offers us the 
possibility of transformation.  Yet, the Spirit is not 
only present in times of anxiousness or sorrow 
but also in the joys of everyday living.  The 
Season after Pentecost invites us to grow our 
relationship with God just as mindfully as we 
tend our fields and gardens!   
    The fifth chapter of Galatians describes this 
working of the Spirit of God as the fruits of “love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Gal 5:22).   
We often think of these fruits as “things” given to 
us, packaged in a gift box.  Rather they are 
dynamic sources of growth in us, gifts of sacred 
life, alive and pulsing, moving through our inner-
being like blood pumped from the heart through 
the whole system.  Divine wind-power, given that 
we might worthily love and serve God and our 
neighbor!  
     Especially, in these difficult days of the 
pandemic and civil unrest, we are given 
opportunities to live boldly and sacrificially for the 
sake of others.  It is with this mindset that your 
congregation’s leaders and I are carefully 
planning next steps as we anticipate gathering in-
person for Worship.  The Council will be meeting 
June 10th, and prior to gathering, many safety 
protocols as outlined by the governor, the CDC, 
MDH, and the larger Church will need to be 
determined and implemented for the safety of all.  
When we are able to hold in-person gatherings 
again, an All-Church mailing will be sent. 
     The poet Jessica Powers writes that the 
person who experiences the wind of the Spirit 
“turns like a wandering weather-vane toward 
love”.  I like that!  May it be true for us all!  
 
God’s Peace, 

Reverend Katherine Rood  



 

 

Abundant Table community meal 
Abundant Table meals have 
been cancelled. They will re-
sume when the “Stay Safe MN” 
mandate has been lifted. 

 

Laundry Love  
 

Laundry Love events have been cancelled 
They will resume when the “Stay Safe MN” 
mandate has been lifted. 

Remember our TEAF mission! 
CLC has a TEAF fund (temporary 
emergency assistance fund). We 
have chosen the last Sunday of 
each month to collect donations 
to this fund, but, of course, dona-
tions at any time are welcome. 
Please remember this mission in 
your giving! 

New phone number or email? 
Please notify the church office 
We want to keep our contact information 
updated. If your contact information changes, 
please notify the church office so we can keep 
our records updated. Call the office at 320-864-
4549 or send an email to office@christluth.com. 
Thank you.  

Common Cup Thrift Store 
is now accepting donations 

The Common Cup Thrift 
Store in Glencoe is now 
accepting donations of 
clean, gently-used items and 
small furniture pieces on 

Monday and Wednesday from 10:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. Go to their back door and ring the bell. 
If you have questions, call 612-751-0130. The 
Common Cup Thrift Store is located at 712½ 11th 
St. East, next to Snap Fitness. 

Church doors will now be 
open; office doors remain 
locked for employee safety 

The Christ 
Lutheran Church 
Council has deter-
mined the outside 
doors to the 
church will now be open throughout the day. The 
front doors will be open from 8:00 a.m. to noon 
Monday through Thursday. Doors to the offices 
will be locked to ensure employee safety. 

If you need to bring something to church, please 
call the office (320-864-4549) and someone will 
meet you at the door to receive items or bring you 
what you need. 

Dawn Peterson will be working Monday through 
Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. until “Stay 
Safe MNB” is lifted.  

Offerings are needed now more 
than ever – Please consider 
making a donation to help support 
the ongoing ministries of Christ 
Lutheran. Use the Online Giving 
button at www.christluth.com and 
choose the way you would like to 

donate. This is an ideal time to sign up for Simply 
Giving. For instructions, go to our website, 
www.christluth.com. You can also mail your 
offering or drop them off in the locked Christ 
Lutheran mailbox. Thank you for your support! 

Ministry requests – If you 
would be willing to shop for 
groceries, pick up prescrip-
tions or other needed items 
for those who are unable to 
do so, please notify Pastor 
Katherine immediately so a 
volunteer list can be 
created. People interested in connecting with our 
most isolated and vulnerable members via 
telephone during this time are encouraged to do 
the same. Please go to our website, 
www.christluth.com, to sign up. 

TEAF 



 

 
Thank you to Katherine Grant, Randy and Kay 

Wilson, Vicky Harris, Twyla Kirkeby, and the 
Choir for providing us with Special Music. 

Thank you to Dennis Davis, Katherine Grant, 
Becky Peterson, Kay Wilson, and Jon Braband 
for serving as Cantors.  

Thank you to Twyla Kirkeby, Chris Starr, 
Dennis Davis, and Jon Braband for providing 
Special Music for our Veteran Remembrance 
Service. 

Thank you to Al Schochenmaier for replacing 
and repairing our outdoor flags, refreshing our 
Veteran Memorial Wall, and leading the Veteran 
Remembrance portion of our Worship on May 
24th. 

Thank you to Don Petrick, Bruce Miller, Jon 
Braband and Becky Peterson for assisting with 
our Veteran Remembrance Service. 

Thank you to the Graduating Class of 2020 for 
leading Worship on May 17th. 

Thank you to Vicar Susan Christianson for 
creating special videos for our graduates, 
veterans, and Pentecost Worships. 

Thank you to all the individuals who 
participated in the "Pass It On" video for 
Pentecost. 

Thank you to Jane Larter, Jeanne Pagel, 
Loren Mueller, Kevin and Peggy Menning, Linda 
Roisum, Suzann Adams, and Nita Enderson for 
their assistance with the Baptism on May 30th.  

Thank you to Vicky Harris, Peg Hatlestad, and 
Chris Starr for playing piano and organ for our 
Worship Services. 

Thank you to Shari O’Donnell and Connie 
Duenow for serving as Altar Guild Coordinators, 
ensuring that everything needed for worship is 
properly prepared.  

Thank you to Vicky Harris for organist and 
pianist scheduling. 

Thank you to our Monday morning money 
counters and treasurer, Jeff Grant, for their 
dedication regarding CLC financial matters. 

Thank you to Joanne Chrast for her ongoing 
care of the outdoor planters.  

Thank you to Suzann Adams for the upkeep 
of the flowers and plants in church. 

 Thank you to Mark and Cindy Robertson for 
their ministry of caring for our church facility. 
 Thank you to all members who have served and 
are currently serving in the armed forces.  

If we have missed someone for thank you’s, 
please contact the church office and let us know. 
 

Thank you to our Quilters! 
Christ Lutheran’s Quilters quilted for nine 
weeks this year – from January 13th through 
March 9th, 2020.  

Mary Ellen Bullert 
Louise Carlson 
Betty Dahlke 
Sue Deckert 
Charlotte Dittmer 
Nita Enderson 
Jan Giese 
Gloria Gustafson 
Vicky Harris 
Darlene Hennessy 

 

Senior Quilts were made for ten seniors by: 

Betty Dahlke 
Vicky Harris 
Jane Larter 
Mary Metag 
Jeanne Pagel 
Linda Simonson 

 
The Quilters thank all who donated yarn, 
material and sheets. 

Judy Ide 
Sharon Iverson 
Judy Larsen 
Jane Larter 
Jeanne Pagel, 
Kathy Remus 
Elrena Scharpe 
Linda Simonson 
Dianne VonBerge 
Muriel Wavra 

2020 Quilters 



 

Baptism at Christ Lutheran 
Elliott Adam Alsleben, 
son of Luke and Alissa 
Alsleben, was received 
into the church through 
the Sacrament of Holy 

Baptism on May 30, 2020. Elliott’s sponsors are 
Rachel Horton and Jared Alsleben. Proud 
grandparents are Adam and Wanda Alsleben. 
May God bless Elliott and his family. 

McLeod Emergency Food Shelf 
lists their most needed items 
The Food Shelf continues 
to be open. Distribution 
hours are Monday, Tues-
day, Wednesday and Fri-
day from 8:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. and 3:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Thursday.  
Most needed items requested by the Food Shelf 
are: 

Whole grains – Cereal, grains, crackers, pasta 
and rice 

Fruits and vegetables – Canned and dry (low 
sodium, no added sugar), garden fresh 

Proteins – Nuts and nut butters, canned meats, 
and canned and dry beans 

Cooking and baking items – Condiments and 
sauces, seasonings, and spices, baking items, 
assorted flours 

Meals and sides 

Personal care and household items 

Financial support may be mailed or dropped off at 
MEFS, 808 12th St E, Glencoe MN 55336 or 
processed electronically at www.mcleodemer-
gencyfoodshelf.org/donate (via PayPal).  
You can also bring your non-perishable food 
items to church and drop them off in the grocery 
cart in the narthex. Cash donations are needed to 
buy hamburger, cheese, eggs, and other neces-
sary food items for a balanced diet. Cash dona-
tions can be put in a mission envelope. Checks 
can be made out to Christ Lutheran and write on 
memo line “for the food shelf.” 

Over $200,000 has been 
raised for Christ Lutheran’s 
Memorial Garden project 
The Columbarium Committee is very excited to 
report that 27 niches have been sold and 80-plus 
families and individuals will be recognized on the 
memorial wall! With these purchases, plus other 
monetary donations, over $200,000 has been 
raised! Because of this strong support, the Christ 
Lutheran Memorial Garden is a reality. Construc-
tion may already be underway when you read 
this.  

We know this is a difficult time in our lives, but It 
is amazing and truly historical how strong and 
committed our church family is to build in 2020! 
All monies have been raised from purchases of 
columbarium niches and memorial wall, dona-
tions and memorials. This has always and will 
continue to be a self-sustaining project with no 
money used or dedicated from the regular annual 
budget. 

It is not too late to be included in this project. If 
you are considering either a niche purchase for 
your ashes or a space on the memorial wall, you 
are encouraged to contact the church office or 
any Columbarium Committee members as soon 
as possible. There is still a need for purchases 
and donations to complete all phases of the 
project.  

 

Select your niche location on 
Monday afternoons at 1:00 
One of the Committee members will be 
available at Christ Lutheran on Mondays 
from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. or by appointment 
through June. A Committee member can 
help with paperwork for the memorial wall 
or niche or you may select your niche 
location at that time.  

Contact Fran Huwe or Dennis Roisum for 
more information or to schedule an 
appointment. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can still get Phase One prices for a memorial 
wall space or columbarium niche before construc-
tion gets underway. Please consider donating to 
the Columbarium fund for landscaping, which will 
enhance the entire church property 

If you are interested in a memorial wall space or 
columbarium niche, contact one of the Colum-
barium Committee members. 

Columbarium Project Committee Members 
Mary Eckhoff  320-282-2170 
 eckhoffsm@embarqmail.com  
 

Scott Eckhoff 320-310-2827 
 eckhoffsm@embarqmail.com  
 

Steve Hatlestad 507-530-6246 
 steverhatlestad@gmail.com  
 

Frances Huwe 612-419-1680 
 Huwehome@gmail.com  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kathy Olson 612-747-8954 
 katherine.s.olson@gmail.com  
Dennis Roisum 320-864-3228 
 dlroisum@embarqmail.com  
 
Church Council Liaison: 
 
Loren Mueller 320-864-6460 
 llmuellers@gmail.com  

Construction happening this June and July 

Coming this summer! 


