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Christ Lutheran Church 
Christ Lutheran Mission Statement 

As members of Christ Lutheran we - Gather in Worship,  
Grow in God’s Word, Serve in Jesus’ name. 

Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
September 13th, 2020 

Prelude: Chris Starr 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Announcements 

Gathering Song                “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” ELW # 834 

Welcome and Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us 
and all of creation. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We 
pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our 
own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to 
ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us 
again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and 
resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your 
sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in 
freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. Amen. 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible 
fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love 
and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Piano/Organ Duet                      “It is Well With My Soul” Twyla Kirkeby & Chris Starr  



WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21 
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still 

bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to 
him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he 
died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did 
in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your 
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down 
before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be 
afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God 
intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So 
have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured 
them, speaking kindly to them. 

Psalm: Psalm 103:1-13 
1Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
2Bless the LORD, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits— 
3who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, 
4who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
5who satisfies you with good as long as you live so that your youth is renewed like the 

eagle’s. 
6The LORD works vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. 
7He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel. 
8The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9He will not always accuse, nor will he keep his anger forever. 
10He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our 

iniquities. 
11For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those 

who fear him; 
12as far as the east is from the west, so far he removes our transgressions from us. 
13As a father has compassion for his children, so the LORD has compassion for those who 

fear him. 

 Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12 
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 

opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who 
eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on 
those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of 
another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the 
Lord is able to make them stand. 5Some judge one day to be better than another, while 
others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who 
observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the 
Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord 
and give thanks to God. 7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we 
live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or 
whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he 
might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother 
or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the 
judgment seat of God. 11For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to 
me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 12So then, each of us will be accountable to 
God. Here ends the readings. Thanks be to God. 



Gospel Acclamation: “Alleluia. Lord to whom...”  pg. 142  
Gospel Acclamation: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to you, O 
Lord. 
Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 

21Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins 
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ 22Jesus said to 
him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

23‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who 
owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his 
lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 
possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, 
saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” 27And out of pity for 
him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same 
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred 
denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” 29Then his fellow-
slave fell down and pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay 
you.” 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he should pay the 
debt. 31When his fellow-slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then 
his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt 
because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-
slave, as I had mercy on you?” 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured 
until he should pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one 
of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord, we say: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon Pastor Katherine 
Song of the Day:             “Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive”  ELW # 605 
Apostles Creed: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 
the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.  

STEWARDING GOD’S GIFTS 
We offer to God what is God’s own 

Offering  
[Please remember to send your much appreciated and needed weekly tithes and offerings.]  



Offering Prayer: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set 
before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare us for your heavenly 
banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set 
tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen.  

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Announcements 

Benediction 
Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the 
way of truth and life. Amen. 

Sending Song                        “God of Mercy, God of Light” ELW # 714 (vv 1-4) 

Dismissal: Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude: Chris Starr 

 

A special thank you to all who helped assist with our worship service today: 
Cantor: Chris Davis Lector: Bob Tibbits 
Organist: Chris Starr Organ Assistant: Dennis Davis 
Worship Assistant: Vicar Susan Christianson Audio/Video Tech: Scott Kuehn 

Please lift these people up in prayers this week: Dennis Dittmer, Marlys 
Rehmann, Sandra Brenhaug, Dori Swedberg (mother of Katherine Grant), Lisa Style, 
Terri Hanson, Brian Mikolichek, Lowell Ueland, Hazel Gruenwaldt, Al 
Schochenmaier, Erik Murray (nephew and Godchild of Gloria Gustafson), Carol 
Carver, Brayden Gildea (a GSL 8th grader, son of Jim and Kari Gildea, and nephew 
of Shaun and Charity Gildea), LuAnn Harms, Nancy Mellesmoen, Tom Rozeske 
(father of Tami Alsleben), Beau Brelje (GSL 3rd grader), Marie Kliche (mother of 
Nancy Kliche), Nolan Johnson (grandson of Sue and Charlie Johnson, friends of 
Barb and Rodger Jenneke), Arlene Stene (sister of Mary Ellen Bullert), Gary Brown 
(friend of Joanne Chrast), and Eydie Knoll (sister of Millie Dreier). 



Please pray for our deployed military people: Ryan Bergseng and Ryan 
Schrempp. 

With Deepest Sympathy 
 

Our sympathies are extended to Donna Senske on the death of her 
cousin, Greg Stuhaug. His funeral was on Friday, Sept. 11th at Fertile, 
MN. Please keep Greg’s family in your prayers. 
 

With Deepest Sympathy 
 

Our sympathies are extended to Kathy Marsh on the death of her 
sister-in-law, Mavis Hegna, on Sunday, Aug. 9th. Her funeral was at 
Clarkfield Lutheran on Saturday, Aug. 15th. 
 

Another of Kathy’s sister-in-laws, Arlene Hegna, passed away on Friday, Sept. 4th. 
Her funeral was on Wednesday, Sept. 9th in Montevideo. They were also sister-in-
laws of Wayne Hegna, a former member of Christ Lutheran. Please keep Kathy and 
the family in your prayers. 
 

Dedication Service on Sunday, Sept. 27th 
You are invited to the Dedication Service 
of the Christ Lutheran Garden on Sunday, 
Sept. 27th at 9:00 a.m. (rainout date of 
October 4th). 

Please join us for the Outdoor Church Service 
and Dedication of the newly completed garden with columbaria and memorial walls. 
Please bring lawn chairs. Masks are required. 

Wednesday Evening Family Style Worship @ 7:00 p.m.  
Everyone is welcome to join us on Wednesday evenings, @ 7:00 
p.m. as we Worship together in the great outdoors (weather permit-
ting)! This family-style Worship will include a children’s message, 
Holy Communion (on selected Wednesdays), and Sunday School/ 
camp style music. Bring your own chairs and/or blankets as we 
gather together and share God’s word and stories about compas-
sion.Face masks are required for all family members. For more 
information regarding Wednesday evening Worships please visit www.christluth.com.  

Offerings 
During this challenging time, Christ Lutheran members have 
generously contributed to the work and ministry of our community. 
Thank you for your faithful stewardship. You may also use the Online 
Giving button at www.christluth.com and choose the way you would 
like to donate. This is an ideal time to sign up for SimplyGiving. For 
instructions, go to our website, www.christluth.com. You can also mail 
your offering or drop them off in the locked Christ Lutheran mailbox. 
Thank you for your support! 



School Supplies During Covid 
School Supplies will be distributed by Common Cup Ministries this year, 
but it will look different. CC is asking for dollar donations only to 
streamline their process. If you already have purchased supplies, they 
will be happy to take them, but future donations of dollars are preferred. 

Volunteers are not needed for packing or distributing. A few individuals 
will be packing 24 bags per grade level. They will be given to school 
personnel to distribute to those in need. Thank you for your past generosity. Thank 
you for any donations you are able to make this year. 

Checks made out to Common Cup can be mailed to Dawn at the church office 
with school supplies noted, or directly to Common Cup Ministries, 105 2nd Ave 
SW, #3, Hutchinson, MN 55350. Do not drop off at school. Any questions, call Cheryl 
at 320-510-1593. 

Free PACER Webinar for Parents of Children/Youth 
with Mental Health Needs on October 6th 

PACER Center, champions for children with disabilities, will present 
a webinar entitled “Educating Your Child with Mental Health Needs: 
Special Education and Distance Learning” on Tuesday, Oct. 6th 
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. To register, contact PACER Center at 
PACER.org/workshops.  
Children and youth with mental health needs have experienced new 

or different challenges with distance learning, and hybrid learning models, and many 
parents may struggle to know how to help. This webinar will provide parents and 
others with information and resources on the role of special education to address 
those challenges. 

McLeod Emergency Food Shelf’s Most Needed Items 
The most needed items requested by the McLeod Emergency 
Food Shelf are: 

• Whole grains – Cereal, grains, crackers, pasta, and rice 
 

• Fruits and vegetables – Canned and dry (low sodium, no added sugar), 
garden fresh 
 

• Proteins – Nuts and nut butters, canned meats, and canned and dry beans 
 

• Cooking and baking items – Condiments and sauces, seasonings, and 
spices, baking items, assorted flours 
 

• Meals and sides 
 

• Personal care and household items 


