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First Lenten Wednesday
February 25, 2026

Giving Up Something Bad for Lent



Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. We are glad that you are here to worship
with us today! Please sign the pew booklets in the pews. If you are a visitor,
please introduce yourself and sign our guest book in the narthex along with the
pew booklet.

* Please stand as you are able. TPlease be seated.
Prelude: Carla Kuehn

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Welcome

* Call to Worship

Come and let us walk in the light of the Lord. And He will teach us of his ways,
and we will walk in His paths. Amen.

Gathering Song “Change My Heart, O God” ELW # 801

Prayer for Lent

Show your servants your works, O Lord.
And their children your glory.

Let your merciful kindness be upon us.
As we put our trust in you.

Not to us, O Lord, not to us.
But to your name be the praise.

Lord, hear our prayer.
And let our cry come to you.

The Lord be with you! And also with you! Let us pray:

Dear God, thank you for this cleansing season of Lent. Remind each of us
of the importance of preparing for and anticipating Easter. Help us to use
this season wisely as we make positive change in our lives. Amen.



TThe Decalogue
God spoke these words and said: | am the Lord your God. You shall have no
other gods.
Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this
commandment.
You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.
Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this
commandment.
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.
Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this
commandment.
Honor your father and mother.
Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this
commandment.
You shall not Kill.
Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this
commandment.
You shall not commit adultery.
Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this
commandment.
You shall not steal.
Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this
commandment.
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this
commandment.
You shall not covet.
Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this
commandment.

Our Response to God
Jesus summarized the Decalogue into two great commandments: "You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your mind. This is the great and
first commandment. And the second is like it; You shall love your neighbor as
yourself. On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets."
The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart. The commandment of
the Lord is clear and gives light to our eyes.



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

TMatthew 5:29-30; 16:26

29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for
you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into
hell. *° And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away;
it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to
go into hell.

26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or
what will they give in return for their life?

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Lenten Video

Message Rev. Erik Karlson

STEWARDING GOD’S GIFTS

We offer to God what is God’s own

TOffering

[Please remember to send your much appreciated and needed weekly tithes and offerings.]

* Offering Prayer
And let us pray ... Heavenly Father, you gave your only Son to be a life to
redeem us, an example to follow, the word for our rule, the grace for our
guide, the lamb on the cross for the sins of our souls. Bless these thy gifts
for you and your beloved children in this time of need. Send your Spirit to
enter into us and take possession of our hearts, and dwell with us forever;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Announcements

*Blessing
Let us pray ... Lord, we thank you that you have taught us what you would
have us believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus
Christ, to keep your Word in pure hearts, that we may be strengthened in
faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and in death. Amen.

Sending Song “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” ELW # 338

Dismissal
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Now go in peace and share in our Lenten journey. The Almighty Triune God, the
Father, *+ the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you, always.
Amen and thanks be to God.

Postlude: Carla Kuehn
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A special thank you to all who assisted with today’s worship service:

Thank you to Roxanne Wavra, Carla Kuehn, and Chad Sauter for their assistance
during worship this evening.



