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Seventh Sunday of Easter — Baccalaureate Worship Service

Service of the Word
May 17, 2026

Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. We are glad that you are here to worship
with us today! Please sign the pew booklets in the pews. If you are a visitor,
please introduce yourself and sign our guest book in the narthex along with the
pew booklet.

Service of the Word begins on page 203 in the red hymnal.
* Please stand as you are able. TPlease be seated.
Prelude: Vicky Harris

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Welcome
* Gathering Song “God is Here!” ELW # 526

Thanksgiving for Baptism
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.
Let us give thank for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us
beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gently
rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are
you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful withess who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for
joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down
barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a
new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now
and forever. Amen.



Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

* Kyrie
Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.
Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy.
Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you! And also with you! Let us pray:
O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety
through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in
certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

TChoir Anthem “This Little Light of Mine” Directed by Vicky Harris
WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Acts 2:42-47

“2They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and the prayers. 4> Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and
signs were being done through the apostles. ** All who believed were together and
had all things in common; *° they would sell their possessions and goods and
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. ¢ Day by day, as they spent much
time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad
and generous hearts, 4’ praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And
day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Psalm 23
'The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want.

’He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters.

3He restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.

“Even though | walk through the darkest valley, | fear no evil, for you are
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

°You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my
head with oil; my cup overflows.

®Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and |
shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.



Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25

"®For it is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures
pain while suffering unjustly. 2°If you endure when you are beaten for doing
wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer for it,
this is a commendable thing before God. 2! For to this you have been called,
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should
follow in his steps. 2?2 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his
mouth.” 22 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he
did not threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. ?*He
himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we
might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. ?° For you
were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and
guardian of your souls.

Here ends the readings. Thanks be to God.

* Gospel Acclamation  “Alleluia, Lord and Savior...” ELW pg. 205
Hear now the Holy Gospel according to St. John — this is the 10" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 10:1-10

10 “Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the
gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters
by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for
him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads
them out. * When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the
sheep follow him because they know his voice. ®> They will not follow a stranger,
but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.”
6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he
was saying to them.

" So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the
sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not
listen to them. °1 am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come
in and go out and find pasture. ' The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy. | came that they may have life and have it abundantly.

This is the Gospel of our Lord: Praise to you, O Christ.
TSermon Rev. Erik Karlson

Hymn of the Day “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” ELW # 392



Blessing of Our 2026 Graduates
Parents/Mentors: Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which
we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.
Graduates: Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go,
but only that your hand is leading us, and your love is supporting us.
Congregation: We ask these things through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray... God of yesterday, today, and every tomorrow, make your
presence known to us in this time of celebration and in the future unfolding
before us. Sustain us with your love and grace that in every circumstance of
our lives we may bring honor and glory to your holy name. Amen!

May God bless this milestone in your lives and help you treasure every new
venture in His plan for you. May God’s hands hold you fast and keep you from all
danger and harm. Cling always to the promise of Jesus Christ and trust that He
will forsake you. And finally, may God be with you in your leaving and in your
returning, from this time forth and forevermore.

Congratulations Graduates. May the God of Peace continue to bless you
always! Amen!

* Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe
in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.



STEWARDING GOD’S GIFTS

We offer to God what is God’s own
TOffering

[Please remember to send your much appreciated and needed weekly tithes and offerings.]

* Offering Hymn “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below:;
Praise him above, ye heav’'nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Offering Prayer
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have
set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst
no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy
may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Announcements

Benediction
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the

dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Song “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” ELW # 543

Dismissal
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude: Vicky Harris
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A special thank you to all who assisted with our worship service today:

Organist: Vicky Harris Head Usher: -

Cantor: Katherine Grant Ushers: Kurt Landin, Steve Olmstead
Lector: Bonnie Richter Audio/Visual: Roxanne Wavra
Acolyte: - Greeters: Howard & Janet Giese
Kitchen Guild: Fran Huwe Refreshments: Milestone Ministry Team

Altar Guild: Judy Ide, Becky Olmstead

Need to contact a staff member? Find their information below:

Pastor Rev. Erik Karlson pastor@christluth.com (507)766-5870
Administrative Assistant Megan Hoffman office@christluth.com (320)864-4549
Christian Education Rev. Dr. Ane Fitzgerald clceducation@christluth.com (320)864-3099

Coordinator

Please lift these people up in prayers this week: Mary Entinger, LuAnn Harms, Laura
Mackenthun (Daughter of Dennis and Linda Roisum), Mark St. Germain (Son-in-law of
Gerald and Vicky Harris), Bev Phifer, Dennis Hendrickson (Father of Connie Duenow), Brian
Jenneke and Brady Jenneke (Son and Grandson of Rodger & Barb Jenneke), Jim Reiners
(Brother of Joann Chrast), Carleen Bedoway, Lindsey Kirkeby (Daughter-in-law of Twyla),
Linda Simonson, Bob Butcher, Desiree Leinhard (niece of Bonnie, cousin of Jamie Alsleben),
Jim Carlson, Mark Johnson.

THIS WEEK AT CHRIST LUTHERAN

Sunday, May 17, Baccalaureate Worship Service at 9 AM in the Sanctuary followed by a
reception for the graduates in Fellowship Hall; GlenFields Worship Service at 1:30 PM,;
Cub Scouts at 3 PM in Fellowship Hall.

Monday, May 18, Worship Service Televised at 3 PM on Channel 10.

Tuesday, May 19, Laundry Love at 9 AM & 4:30 pm at the Glencoe Laundromat; Women'’s
Bible Study at 10 AM in the Fireside Room.

Wednesday, May 20, Pastoral Text Study at 1 PM in the Fireside Room; Worship Service
Televised at 2 PM on Channel 10.

Thursday, May 21, Men’s Bible Study at 9 AM in the Narthex; GlenFields Worship Service
at 10:30 AM.

Friday, May 22, Office Closed.

Saturday, May 23, -

Sunday, May 24, (Pentecost)Service of the Word at 9 AM in the Sanctuary.
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CLC ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPDATES

Find out what’s going on at Christ Lutheran

Congratulations and blessings
to Christ Lutheran’s youth who
will be graduating this year!

Katelyn Bonde, daughter of Travis and Nicole Weber
Samuel Brown, son of Dave and Sara Brown
Nicholas Hanson, son of Dan and Alissa Hanson
Brody Ruschmeier, son of Matt and Kim Ruschmeier
Ayla Sauter, daughter of Chad and Erin Sauter
Mikayla Schmitt, daughter of Jesse and Melissa Schmitt
Ethan Sonju, son of Chris and Kristen Sonju

Missions

The Wheelbarrow emphasis for May will be canned meals, such as Spaghetti-Os,
ravioli, and hearty soups. The food shelf serves many individuals working at Seneca
who may not have full kitchen access, so these convenient, ready-to-heat options
are especially helpful.

The April drive for baby items was very successful, with 57 pounds of donations
delivered to the food shelf. Thank you for your continued generosity and support in
this mission.

Dairy Days

CLC is excited to participate in the Dairy Days community event again
this year!

On Thursday, June 4, from 11:00 AM-2:00 PM, we will be handing
out ice cream treats to the community. Last year, more than 100
people stopped by to visit and enjoy an ice cream sandwich with us!
We are looking for 1-2 volunteers each hour to help out. Pr. Erik, Pr.
Ane, and Megan will also be there. If you are available to volunteer, please let
Megan know. Thank you!




Lutheran Night at the MN Twins

Looking forward to summer...Tickets are reserved for the 6:40 pm
game on Tuesday, August 11th against the Baltimore

Orioles. Seats are located in Section 213 (Home Plate Terrace,
same as last several years) at a cost of $44 each. Bus
transportation from First Ev. Lutheran Church in Glencoe will depart
at 4:15 pm, at a cost of about $16 per person. At Target Field, the
bus will drop and pick us up near Gate 14, which is convenient for our seating.
Please contact Louise Carlson at 320- 583 6818 or carlsonlouise90@gmail.com to
reserve your spot!

Bulletin, Newsletter, and Worship Service Deadlines

In an effort to ensure that worship services plans can be finalized, and that the bulletins
and newsletters can be edited and reviewed, in a timely manner, we are posting official
deadlines for submission. We thank everyone for helping us make these productions
as wonderful as we can!

Bulletin Announcement Deadline: Wednesdays 12 PM



