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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Service of the Word 

August 16, 2026 
 

Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. We are glad that you are here to worship 
with us today! Please sign the pew booklets in the pews. If you are a visitor, 
please introduce yourself and sign our guest book in the narthex along with the 
pew booklet. 

Service of the Word begins on page 203 in the red hymnal.  

Please stand as you are able.   Please be seated.  

Prelude: Chris Starr 

GATHERING   
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Welcome 


Gathering Song          “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” ELW # 886 
   

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.  
Amen.  

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, 
and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke 
is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In 
Christ’s name we pray.  Amen. 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.”  In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your 
sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.  Amen.  

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  

Kyrie   
Lord have mercy.         Lord have mercy. 
Christ have mercy.       Christ have mercy.  
Lord have mercy.         Lord have mercy.  

 

 

 



Prayer of the Day 
The Lord be with you! And also with you! Let us pray: 
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon 
you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion 
and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

WORD      
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  

First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
56 Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my 

salvation will come and my deliverance be revealed.  
6And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to 

love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath and 
do not profane it and hold fast my covenant 7these I will bring to my holy mountain 
and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their 
sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my house shall be called a house of 
prayer for all peoples. 8Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of 
Israel: I will gather others to them besides those already gathered.  

Psalm 67 
1May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us. 
2That your way may be known upon earth, your saving power among all 

nations.  
3Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.  
4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you to judge the peoples with 

equity and guide the nations upon earth.  
5Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.  
6The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has blessed us.  
7May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the earth revere him.   

Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
11 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an 

Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has 
not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do you not know what the scripture 
says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel?  

29 for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once 
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 
31 so also they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to 
you, they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in 
disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

 
                Here ends the readings. Thanks be to God.  




Gospel Acclamation “Alleluia, Lord and Savior…” ELW pg. 205 
     Hear now the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew – this is the 15th chapter.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Matthew 15: 10-20, 21-28 
10 Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: 

11 it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out 
of the mouth that defiles.” 12 Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do 
you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13 He 
answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 
14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person 
guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, “Explain this 
parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do 
you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out 
into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and 
this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, 
sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person, 
but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.” 

21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just 
then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have 
mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But 
he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send 
her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, 
saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food 
and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, 
great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was 
healed from that moment. 

 
               This is the Gospel of our Lord: Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

Sermon Rory Rohloff 
 
Hymn of the Day      “Healer of Our Every Ill” ELW # 612 
   

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe 
in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 



the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

   

Prayers of Intercession 

Merciful God, receive our prayer.  

Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.   

 

STEWARDING GOD’S GIFTS   
We offer to God what is God’s own  

Offering   
[Please remember to send your much appreciated and needed weekly tithes and offerings.]   

 
Offering Hymn “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Offering Prayer 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in 
you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and 
forever. Amen.  

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.    

SENDING   
 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

Announcements 

Benediction  

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and 
always. Amen.  

Sending Song “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” ELW # 759 

Dismissal 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 



Postlude: Chris Starr 

 

A special thank you to all who assisted with our worship service today: 

Organist: Chris Starr Head Usher:  
Cantor: Katherine Grant Ushers: Steve Olmstead, Kurt Landin 
Lector:  Linda Simonson Audio/Visual: Roxanne Wavra 
Acolyte: - Greeters: Joanne Chrast 

Kitchen Guild: Susan Wedin Refreshments: Fran Huwe, Eldean & Nita 
Enderson 

Altar Guild: Susan Wedin & Pat Bergseng 

Need to contact a staff member? Find their information below: 
Pastor Rev. Erik Karlson pastor@christluth.com 

 

(507)766-5870 

Administrative Assistant Megan Hoffman office@christluth.com 

 

(320)864-4549 

Christian Education 

Coordinator 
Rev. Dr. Ane Fitzgerald clceducation@christluth.com (320)864-3099 

Please lift these people up in prayers this week: Mary Entinger, LuAnn Harms, Laura 

Mackenthun (Daughter of Dennis and Linda Roisum), Mark St. Germain (Son-in-law of 

Gerald and Vicky Harris), Bev Phifer, Dennis Hendrickson (Father of Connie Duenow), Brian 

Jenneke and Brady Jenneke (Son and Grandson of Rodger & Barb Jenneke),  Jim Reiners 

(Brother of Joann Chrast), Carleen Bedoway, Lindsey Kirkeby (Daughter-in-law of Twyla), 

Bob Butcher, Desiree Leinhard (niece of Bonnie, cousin of Jamie Alsleben), Mark Johnson, 

Wally Rannow, Tim Rolighed (Father of Megan Hoffman). 

THIS WEEK AT CHRIST LUTHERAN   
Sunday, August 16, Service of the Word at 9:00 AM in the Sanctuary; Cub Scouts Meeting 

at 3:00PM in Fellowship Hall.  
Monday, August 17, Worship Service Televised at 3:00 PM on Channel 10.  
Tuesday, August 18, Laundry Love at 9:00AM and 4:30PM at the Glencoe Laundromat; 

Bible Study at 10:00 AM in the Fireside Room.  
Wednesday, August 19, Pastoral Text Study at 1:00 PM in the Fireside Room; Worship 

Service Televised at 2:00 PM on Channel 10; Council Meeting at 7:00PM in the 
Conference Room.  

Thursday, August 20, Men’s Bible Study at 9:00 AM in the Narthex; GlenFields Worship 
Service at 10:30AM.   

Friday, August 21, Office Closed.  
Saturday, August 22, - 
Sunday, August 23, Worship Service with Holy Communion at 9 AM in the Sanctuary; 

Grand Meadows Worship Service at 1:00PM.   
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CLC ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPDATES 

Find out what’s going on at Christ Lutheran 

Welcome Rory Rohloff 

We thank Rory Rohloff for covering today as Pulpit Supply. He is a Senior at Luther 

Seminary in St. Paul.  He has completed his coursework and will be starting his 

culminating internship later this month at the University of Minnesota Medical Center, 

where he will be a chaplain resident.  He is looking forward to working in the local 

area as either a hospital or hospice chaplain after graduation.    

Pr. Erik will be away on vacation with his family this weekend and will not be 

available. If you have any pastoral emergencies, please call our CLC office or Pr. 

Kay Rohloff at (507) 339-7947. Pr. Erik will be back in the office on Tuesday, August 

18th. 

 

VBS Thank you 

I would like to extend a big thank you to all of the staff, families, volunteers, children, 

musicians, audio/visual team, and especially Pr. Ane Fitzgerald for making this past 

week’s Vacation Bible School such a fun, meaningful, and enriching experience. 

We kicked off our “River of Life” program with a fantastic and exciting worship service 

at Oak Leaf Park, reflecting on Creation and God’s incredible and imaginative power. 

From Monday through Wednesday evenings, Pr. Ane guided us through biblical 

stories in which water, refreshing, cleansing, and life-giving played an important role 

in pointing us toward God’s love and Christ. 

Throughout the week, we sang, performed skits, played games, enjoyed snacks, and 

created crafts, all while guiding our VBS guests towards Christ and the power of 

water in the Bible.  

I am thrilled with how everything came together, but even more so, I am grateful for 

the smiles, laughter, conversations, and enthusiasm we saw from the children and 

families each evening. Those moments are a wonderful reminder of the joy that 

comes from gathering together in faith and community. 

Thank you again! And a very special thank-you to Pr. Ane Fitzgerald for your 

leadership, creativity, and enthusiasm throughout the week. We are truly grateful for 

all that you shared with us! 

Pr. Erik 

 

 

 



School Supplies 

Common Cup Ministries is committed to helping children in need throughout McLeod 

County start the school year with the supplies they need to succeed. Families in need 

are encouraged to contact Common Cup Ministries to register their child. 

 
School Supply Distribution 
Thursday, August 20th - 3:00–6:00 p.m. 
Lincoln Elementary School 
1825 16th St. E., Glencoe 

Cash donations are preferred this year, allowing Common Cup Ministries to purchase 
the most needed supplies. Donations may be dropped off at the church office. Please 
make checks payable to Common Cup Ministries. 

If you prefer, school supply donations are also welcome. A collection box is available 
in the Narthex. 

Noisy Pail Offering: Sunday, August 9th. 

Donation deadline: August 16. 

Volunteers are needed on Tuesday, August 18, at 10:00 a.m. for set-up and on 
Thursday, August 20, from 3:00–6:00 p.m. to assist students as they choose their 
school supplies. To volunteer, please contact Cheryl at 320-510-1593. 

Laundry Love 

Thank you for your generous donations of laundry 

detergent pods and dryer sheets. Your continued 

support is greatly appreciated and helps make this outreach possible. 

In July, we served 44 individuals and families through Laundry Love. A significant 

increase compared with May and June. As participation grows, so do the costs of 

providing this ministry. In July alone, program expenses exceeded $900. 

Many families in our community continue to face financial challenges, and your 

generosity enables us to offer support and encouragement during difficult times. We 

are truly grateful for your ongoing financial contributions, which allow us to continue 

serving those in need. 

Volunteer Opportunity 

Laundry Love is seeking a bilingual volunteer to join our team. If you or someone you 

know is interested in serving in this ministry, please contact Cheryl McDougall or Barb 

Jenneke for more information. 

 

 



Newborn Kits  

Thanks to your generosity, Christ Lutheran was able to donate 32 newborn kits along 

with $170 to help cover shipping costs to Global Health Ministries. These kits will be 

distributed to hospitals in developing countries, where they are given to expectant 

mothers in need. 

These newborn kits do more than provide essential supplies. They create opportunities 

for hospitals to connect with women who may walk for miles after hearing about the 

program from other mothers. Through this outreach, medical staff encourage women 

to receive prenatal care, give birth in a hospital, and return for follow-up care and 

childhood vaccinations. 

The 32 newborn kits donated by Christ Lutheran will help provide families with 

essential resources while supporting ongoing, life-saving healthcare for mothers and 

their babies. Thank you! 

 
Bulletin, Newsletter, and Worship Service Deadlines 
In an effort to ensure that worship services plans can be finalized, and that the bulletins 
and newsletters can be edited and reviewed, in a timely manner, we are posting official 
deadlines for submission. We thank everyone for helping us make these productions 
as wonderful as we can! 

Bulletin Announcement Deadline: Wednesdays 12 PM 
 


