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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Service of the Word
August 23, 2026

Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. We are glad that you are here to worship
with us today! Please sign the pew booklets in the pews. If you are a visitor,
please introduce yourself and sign our guest book in the narthex along with the
pew booklet.

Service of the Word begins on page 203 in the red hymnal.
* Please stand as you are able. TPlease be seated.
Prelude: Peg Hatlestad

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Welcome
* Gathering Song “Give Me Jesus” ELW# 770

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy,
and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke
is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In
Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,

and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your
sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

* Kyrie
Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.
Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy.

Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.



Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you! And also with you! Let us pray:
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock
of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son,
that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6

51 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who see the Lord. Look
to the rock from which you were hewn and to the quarry from which you were
dug. 2Look to Abraham, your father and to Sarah, who bore you, for he was but
one when | called him, but blessed him and made him many. For the Lord will
comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places and will make her wilderness
like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found
in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. “Listen to me, my people, and give
heed to me, my nation, for a teaching will go out from me and my justice for a
light to the peoples. °| will bring near my deliverance swiftly; my salvation has
gone out, and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for
my arm they hope. SLift up your eyes to the heavens and look at the earth
beneath, for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a
garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats, but my salvation will be
forever, and my deliverance will never be ended.

Psalm 138
'l give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods | sing your

praise.

2] bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your
steadfast love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted your name
and your word above everything.

30n the day | called, you answered me; you increased my strength of soul.

“All the kinds of the earth shall praise you, O Lord, for they have heard the
words of your mouth.

*They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, for great is the glory of the Lord.

®For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly, but the haughty he
perceives from far away.

"Though | walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my
enemies; you stretch out your hand, and your right hand delivers me.

8The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord,
endures forever. Do not forsake the work of your hands.



Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8
12 | appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s
mercy, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,
which is your reasonable act of worship. 2Do not be conformed to this age, but
be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the
will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 3 For by the grace given
to me | say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you
ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure
of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members and
not all the members have the same function, °so we, who are many, are one
body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. ¢ We have gifts
that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith;
"ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; ®the encourager, in
encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the

compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Here ends the readings. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation  “Alleluia, Lord and Savior...” ELW pg. 205
Hear now the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew — this is the 16" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20

3 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” '* And they said, “Some
say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” ®He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?” '® Simon Peter
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” " And Jesus
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. '® And | tell you, you are Peter,
and on this rock, | will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail
against it. °1 will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.” 2° Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that
he was the Messiah.

This is the Gospel of our Lord: Praise to you, O Christ.

+Sermon Rev. Erik Karlson

Hymn of the Day “The Church’s One Foundation” ELW # 654



* Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe
in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

STEWARDING GOD’S GIFTS

We offer to God what is God’s own

TOffering

[Please remember to send your much appreciated and needed weekly tithes and offerings.]

* Offering Hymn “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’'nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Offering Prayer
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in
you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and
forever. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as itis in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Announcements

Benediction

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always. Amen.

Sending Song “We All Are One in Mission” ELW # 576

Dismissal
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

Postlude: Peg Hatlestad
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A special thank you to all who assisted with our worship service today:

Organist: Peg Hatlestad Head Usher: -

Cantor: Becky Peterson Ushers: Rob Lemke, Kathy Olson

Lector: Terri Hanson Audio/Visual: Roxanne Wavra

Acolyte: - Greeters: Fran Huwe

Kitchen Guild: Susan Wedin Refreshments: Brian and Shari O’'Donnell

Altar Guild: Susan Wedin & Pat Bergseng

Need to contact a staff member? Find their information below:

Pastor Rev. Erik Karlson pastor@christluth.com (507)766-5870
Administrative Assistant Megan Hoffman office@christluth.com (320)864-4549
Christian Education Rev. Dr. Ane Fitzgerald  clceducation@christluth.com (320)864-3099

Coordinator

Please lift these people up in prayers this week: Mary Entinger, LuAnn Harms, Laura
Mackenthun (Daughter of Dennis and Linda Roisum), Mark St. Germain (Son-in-law of
Gerald and Vicky Harris), Bev Phifer, Dennis Hendrickson (Father of Connie Duenow), Brian
Jenneke and Brady Jenneke (Son and Grandson of Rodger & Barb Jenneke), Jim Reiners
(Brother of Joann Chrast), Carleen Bedoway, Lindsey Kirkeby (Daughter-in-law of Twyla),
Bob Butcher, Desiree Leinhard (niece of Bonnie, cousin of Jamie Alsleben), Mark Johnson,
Wally Rannow, Tim Rolighed (Father of Megan Hoffman).
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THIS WEEK AT CHRIST LUTHERAN

Sunday, August 23, Service of the Word at 9:00 AM in the Sanctuary; Grand Meadows
Worship Service at 1:00PM.

Monday, August 24, Worship Service Televised at 3:00 PM on Channel 10.

Tuesday, August 25, Women'’s Bible Study at 10:00 AM in the Fireside Room.

Wednesday, August 26, Pastoral Text Study at 1:00 PM in the Fireside Room; Worship
Service Televised at 2:00 PM on Channel 10; Tri-Valley Parent Meeting in Fellowship Hall
at 5:00PM; Choir Practice at 6:00PM in the Chapel.

Thursday, August 27, Men’s Bible Study at 9:00 AM in the Narthex; WELCA Leadership
Meeting at 9 AM in the Fireside Room; Women'’s Coffee at 10 AM in the Narthex.

Friday, August 28, Office Closed.

Saturday, August 29, -

Sunday, August 30, Service of the Word at 9 AM in the Sanctuary.

CLC ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPDATES
Laundry Love

Thank you for your generous donations of laundry
detergent pods and dryer sheets. Your continued @ laundrv IOVE“
support is greatly appreciated and helps make this outreach possible.

In July, we served 44 individuals and families through Laundry Love. A significant
increase compared with May and June. As participation grows, so do the costs of
providing this ministry. In July alone, program expenses exceeded $900.

Many families in our community continue to face financial challenges, and your
generosity enables us to offer support and encouragement during difficult times. We
are truly grateful for your ongoing financial contributions, which allow us to continue
serving those in need.

Volunteer Opportunity

Laundry Love is seeking a bilingual volunteer to join our team. If you or someone you
know is interested in serving in this ministry, please contact Cheryl McDougall or Barb
Jenneke for more information.

Bulletin, Newsletter, and Worship Service Deadlines

In an effort to ensure that worship services plans can be finalized, and that the bulletins
and newsletters can be edited and reviewed, in a timely manner, we are posting official
deadlines for submission. We thank everyone for helping us make these productions
as wonderful as we can!

Bulletin Announcement Deadline: Wednesdays 12 PM



